
Grade Three Trimester curricula 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
You may help support the curriculum that your child is learning in several ways.  Please take a moment to read the curricula 
concepts your child is learning as well as how you may support these concepts at home.  Your cooperation in your child’s 
education is greatly appreciated.     

 

Subject Trimester 1 
Concepts  

How Parents may 
support these concepts    

Trimester 2 Concepts  How Parents may support these 
concepts    

Trimester 3 How Parents Can Support 
These concepts 

Reading *Sequence of 
events 
*Author’s 
purpose 
*Draw 
conclusions 
*Character and 
setting 
*Reading with 
fluency 
*Reading with 
expression 
*Main idea and 
details 
*Draw 
conclusions 
 
 
 
 
*Find a good 
reading spot at 
home. 
*Find “just 
right” books. 
 
 
* Read books 
like they are 
“gold” 

• visit your local 
library 

• read together at 
night 

• ask your child 
questions about the 
sequence of events, 
characters’ actions 
and feelings, story 
setting 

• www.studyisland.c
om 

• www.internet4class
rooms.com 

• www.raz-kids.com 
   
 
 
* Help your child find a 
quiet reading spot at 
home. 
*Help your child find 
books on his/her level. 
Discuss how he/she can 
tell if the book is 
appropriate. 
*Encourage your child to 
have a good attitude 
while reading, and treat 
books like they are 

*Solve mysteries using 
clues from the text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Identify motives, 
suspects and 
opportunities 
 
 
*Use reading strategies 
to determine meaning of 
text 
 
 
*Sequence important 
events 
 
 
*Discover patterns in 

*Help your child locate mystery 
books from series such as A-Z 
Mysteries, Cam Jansen, Jigsaw 
Jones, The Boxcar Children and 
The Whodunit Detective Agency 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Play fun family board games such 
as; Clue and The Secret Door. 
 
 
*Create a scavenger hunt with 
clever clues for your child to read 
and follow 

 
*Have your child create a map to 

go with a favorite mystery book as 
they uncover the mystery. 

 
 
 
 

* Realism/fantasy 
 
*Sequence of  
events 
*Author’s purpose 
 
*Draw conclusions 
 
*Character and setting 
*Reading 
with fluency 
 
*Reading with 
expression 
 
*Main idea and details 
 
*Draw conclusions 
 
*New Vocabulary 
*Context Clues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Join a children’s book club or start 
one of your own 
 
* Write short book reviews 
 
*Read aloud with expression to 
family members 
 
*Practice reading speeches and 
presentations at home. 
 
 
*Read different types of poetry. 
 
*Check out: 
www.timeforkids.com 
 
www.nationalgeographickids.com 
 
www.booksource.com 
 
www.wonderopolis.org 
 
www.vocabulary.co.il/games2 
 
www.parcconline.org 
 
 
Discuss traits and examples from 
family favorite stories 

http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.nationalgeographickids.com/
http://www.booksource.com/
http://www.wonderopolis.org/
http://www.vocabulary.co.il/games2
http://www.parcconline.org/
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valuable. mysteries 

* 
 
 
*Preview nonfiction 
selections 
*Identify main idea and 
details 
 
*Analyze how your 
perspective is different 
from the author’s 
perspective. 
 
*Summarize narrative 
nonfiction 
 
 
* Make Predictions 
 
* Compare 2 non-fiction 
pieces 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*”Spark meaningful 

conversations” with your child 
about their nonfiction books by 
asking engaging questions. 
 
 
 
*Visit www.Timeforkids.com to 
read current event articles with 
your children. 
 
 

* Compare stories 
 
 
*Make a list of nonfiction topics 
your child is interested in, then 
visit the library to find books on 
these topics. 
 

* Read to siblings or your 
dog! 
* Have child create 
questions about the book he 

 
 
 
 
PARCC Practice  
 
 
 
Character traits 
 
 
 
 
Roles secondary 
characters play 
 
Learning how to 
research 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.timeforkids.com/
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*Read with fluency and 
expression. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Use context clues for 
meaning. 
 
•  

is reading. 
* Highlight context clues in 
magazine. 
* Visit website: 
www.Booksource.com 
 
*Visit 
kids.nationalgeographic.com 
to research amazing science 
and social studies topics of 
interest. 
 

Writing *writing 
complete 
sentences 
*statements 
and questions 
*commands 
and 
exclamations 
*compound 
sentences 

• www.studyisla
nd.com 

• www.edutypin
g.com 

• www.sheppar
dsoftware.com 

• www.spellingci
ty.com 

• keep a journal 
at home 

* Past, Present, Future 
Tenses 
* Multi-meaning words 
* Antonyms 
* Synonyms 
* Possessive Nouns 
* Base words & endings 
* Compound words 

* Write current event 
articles 
* Write “how to” directions 
* Keep a diary 
* Write thank you notes 
* Make a pamphlet about 
place you visited. 
* Write ‘Wanted Ad’  

* Persuasive Writing 
 
 
*Narrative Writing 
 
 
*Informative Writing 
 
*Research Writing 

 
*Write a persuasive letter to your 
teacher or parents expressing your 
point of view. 
 
*Research an interesting animal, 
write a mini-informative report about 
this animal’s habitat. 
 
*Write a new ending to a book 

http://www.booksource.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.edutyping.com/
http://www.edutyping.com/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
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*paragraph 
opening and 
closings 
*vivid word 
choice 
*sentence 
structure 
*narrative 
paragraphs 
*persuasive 
paragraph 
*informative 
writing 

 * Irregular verbs 
* Prepositions 
 
* Narrative retelling 
* Opinion writing 
* Expository writing 
* Figurative language: 
Idioms, similes, 
metaphors 

•  

* Write a poem 
* Write a persuasive letter 
to your parents. 
* Write a different ending to 
a story. 
* Write a friendly letter to 
your cousin or friend who 
moved away. 
 

you’ve read. 
 
* Write a detailed weather report, 
read it aloud to your family. 
 
*Write clear, sequenced directions 
for your favorite game or recipe. 

Math * Addition & 
Subtraction 
within 1,000 
 
*Place Value 
 
* Understands 
 Multiplication 
 
* Multiplication 
Facts & 
Strategies 
 
*Problem 
Solving 
 

* Study addition, 
subtraction,  & 
multiplication facts with 
flash cards or on the 
following websites: 
 www.oswego.org/ocsd-
web/games/mathmagici
an/cathymath.html 
 
www.mrnussbaum.com  
 
 
www.mathblaster.com 
 
www.mathplayground.c
om 
 
www.jmathpage.com 
 
 

 

*Understand Division 
 
* Division Skills and 
Strategies 
 
 
*Understand Fractions 
 
 
*Compare Fractions 

Practice division concepts 
on the following websites: 
 
http://www.fun4thebrain.co
m/Division/snowyfriend.ht
ml 
 
http://www.mathplaygroun
d.com/index_multiplication
_division.html 
 
http://www.hoodamath.co
m/games/division.html 
 
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/
staff/boldtkatherine/mathre

* perimeter 
*area 
 
 
 
 
* plane shapes 
 
 
 
 
*describe triangles 
 
 
*classify plane shapes 
* angles in plane shapes 
*polygons 
* relate fractions, shapes 
and area 

* Find the perimeter and area by 
using a ruler to measure household 
objects. 
 
* Draw shapes and measure to find 
the area and perimeter. 
 
* Find objects around the house and 
identify the plane shape. 
 
* Describe household objects by their 
sides and angles. 
 
Use flexible straws or the edge of a 
piece of paper to measure the angles 
of objects and describe them as more 
than a right angle, less than a right 
angle or equal to a right angle. 
 
www.mathplayground.com/area_per

http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/mathmagician/cathymath.html
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/mathmagician/cathymath.html
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/mathmagician/cathymath.html
http://www.mrnussbaum.com/
http://www.mathblaster.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.jmathpage.com/
http://www.fun4thebrain.com/Division/snowyfriend.html
http://www.fun4thebrain.com/Division/snowyfriend.html
http://www.fun4thebrain.com/Division/snowyfriend.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/index_multiplication_division.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/index_multiplication_division.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/index_multiplication_division.html
http://www.hoodamath.com/games/division.html
http://www.hoodamath.com/games/division.html
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/mathresources3-6/math_fractions.htm
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/mathresources3-6/math_fractions.htm
http://www.mathplayground.com/area_perimeter.html
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sources3-
6/math_fractions.htm 
 
http://www.primarygames.c
om/fractions/start.htm 
 
http://www.aaamath.com/g
36a_cx1.htm#pgtp 
 

imeter.html 
 
www.funbrain.com/poly/index.html 
 
www.math-play.comPolygon 
Game.html 

 

Science Scientific 
Method 
 

 

*investigatin
g questions 
*using 
models 
 
*using 
scientific 
tools 
*measuring 
length 
*use data 

 
The 
Engineering 
Process 
*steps to the 

 
 
*Have your child 
ask questions about 
the world around 
them 
*Make models of 
different paper 
airplanes at home 
*Explore tools at 
home such as 
magnifying glasses, 
measuring tape, 
microscopes and 
scales 
*Keep a data chart 
on growth of a plant 
or families’ height 

Unit 3 Motion 
 

* What is motion? 
* What are some 
patterns in motion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 4 Life Cycles and 

 
Make a flipbook to show how 
objects change position. 
 
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-
a-Flipbook 
 
https://www.learninggamesforkids
.com/motion-games/motion-
matchit.html 
 
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/st
udyjams/jams/science/forces-and-
motion/force-and-motion.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.kidsbutterfly.org/life-
cycle 

Unit 5: Organisms 
and Their 
Environments 
 
* How does the 
environment affect 
traits? 
* What are 
adaptations? 
* How can 
organisms succeed 
in their 
environments? 
* What happens 
when environments 
change? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* Visit a plant nursery. Ask questions 
about how different plants adapt to 
different conditions. 
 
* Research a region of the world that 
has experienced a drastic 
environmental change. (flood, 
hurricane, volcanic eruption) Find out 
how cultures in that region have 
changed because of that 
environmental change. 
 
* Create an animal matching game. 
Write names of different animals on 
a set of index cards. On another set, 
write the adaptations. Share game 
with a friend or sibling. 
 

http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/mathresources3-6/math_fractions.htm
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/mathresources3-6/math_fractions.htm
http://www.primarygames.com/fractions/start.htm
http://www.primarygames.com/fractions/start.htm
http://www.aaamath.com/g36a_cx1.htm#pgtp
http://www.aaamath.com/g36a_cx1.htm#pgtp
http://www.mathplayground.com/area_perimeter.html
http://www.funbrain.com/poly/index.html
http://www.math-play.compolygon/
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Flipbook
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Flipbook
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/forces-and-motion/force-and-motion.htm
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/forces-and-motion/force-and-motion.htm
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/forces-and-motion/force-and-motion.htm
http://www.kidsbutterfly.org/life-cycle
http://www.kidsbutterfly.org/life-cycle
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design process 
*create a 
design using 
the design 
process 
*improve an 
old design 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forces: 
 
What are 
forces? 
 
Types of forces 
 
 
How forces act 
from a distance 

or the number of 
minutes the 
children read each 
day. 
*design another 
bridge based on 
what you learned in 
class. 
*discuss with your 
child how 
technology has 
changed over time 
using the design 
process. 
www.eduplace.com 
www.nationalgeographi
cforkids.com 
www.timeforkids.com 
 
 
 
 
 

• Scavenger 
hunt: find 
forces in your 
home 
environment 

 
Websites to explore: 

Inherited Traits 
 
*What are some plant 
life cycles? 
*What are some animal 
life cycles? 
What are some inherited 
plant and animal traits ? 

 
http://www.thebutterflysite.com/ 
 
Go on a “butterfly hunt together”.  
 
Plan & plant a “mini-garden” 
outdoors, or a window garden 
indoors. 
 
 *grow a plant and discuss the life 
cycle 
Discuss traits that members of 
your family share. Example: You 
have blue eyes like grandma. 
 
https://www.ixl.com/science/grad
e-3/match-offspring-to-parents-
using-inherited-traits 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Unit 6 Fossils 
 
* What is a fossil? 
 
* What do fossils tell 
us about the past? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 7 Weather and 
Patterns 
 
* How is weather 
measured? 
* How can we predict 
the weather? 

 
 
 
 
 
* Visit the Fossil Discovery Center at 
the Sterling Mining Museum in NJ. 
 
* Explore You tube videos on how 
fossils are formed. 
 
* Create models of fossils with clay or 
plaster. 
 
* Make a fossil card matching game 
for identifying types of fossils. 
 
* Research fossils at: 
www.fossilsforkids.com 
www.natgeokids.com 
www.easyscienceforkids.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*  Use a thermometer to find the 
temperature in our house. 
 
* Make a rain gauge to keep track of 
rainfall. 

http://www.eduplace.com/
http://www.nationalgeographicforkids.com/
http://www.nationalgeographicforkids.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.thebutterflysite.com/
https://www.ixl.com/science/grade-3/match-offspring-to-parents-using-inherited-traits
https://www.ixl.com/science/grade-3/match-offspring-to-parents-using-inherited-traits
https://www.ixl.com/science/grade-3/match-offspring-to-parents-using-inherited-traits
http://www.fossilsforkids.com/
http://www.natgeokids.com/
http://www.easysciencefor/
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https://www.scholastic.
com/teachers/activities/
teaching-content/force-
and-motion-6-
studyjams-interactive-
science-activities/ 
 
 
 
http://www.learningga
mesforkids.com/motion-
games/motion-
matchit.html 
 

* What are some 
severe weather 
impacts? 
* What are some 
types of climates? 

 
 
Weather Tools: 
*  use a 
  thermometer 
 
* barometer 

 
*  hygrometer 
 
*  anemometer 
 
*  rain gauge 
 
*  types of clouds and 
weather they bring 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
* Make a barometer to measure air 
pressure in your house. See website 
for directions: 
www.weatherwizkids.com 
 
* Build a mini-greenhouse in a soda 
bottle. Practice reading a 
thermometer to find the air 
temperature. 
 
Explore websites: 
www.billnye.com 
www.eduplace.com 
www.nationalgeographicforkids.com 
www.timeforkids.com 
 
*  Visit www.weatherbug.com  for 
daily forecasts. 
 
Helpful websites: 
www.nationalgeographicforkids.com 
 
www.timeforkids.com 
 
www.weatherwizkids.com 
 

Social 
Studies 

Geography 
 
Landforms 

 

 

*http://www.kidsge
o.com/geology-for-
kids/0031-what-

Newcomers Settle: 
 
Settlers in St. Louis 
 

http://www.uen.org/3-
6interactives/social_studies.
shtml 
 

New Jersey: 
 
Introduction to New 
Jersey 

https://www.planning.org/kid
sandcommunity/ 
 
http://www.knowitall.org/kids

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activities/teaching-content/force-and-motion-6-studyjams-interactive-science-activities/
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/motion-games/motion-matchit.html
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/
http://www.billnye.com/
http://www.eduplace.com/
http://www.nationalgeographicforkids.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.weatherbug.com/
http://www.nationalgeographicforkids.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/
http://www.uen.org/3-6interactives/social_studies.shtml
http://www.uen.org/3-6interactives/social_studies.shtml
http://www.uen.org/3-6interactives/social_studies.shtml
https://www.planning.org/kidsandcommunity/
https://www.planning.org/kidsandcommunity/
http://www.knowitall.org/kidswork/


Grade Three Trimester curricula 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
You may help support the curriculum that your child is learning in several ways.  Please take a moment to read the curricula 
concepts your child is learning as well as how you may support these concepts at home.  Your cooperation in your child’s 
education is greatly appreciated.     

 

Weather / 
Climate 
 
Native 
Americans 
Navajo 
  
Yurok 
  
Cherokee 
  
Haudenosau
nee 
 
*Pilgrims 
 
*Immigratio
n 
 
  
 
*Explorers 
 

are-landforms.php 
 

*http://teacher.sch
olastic.com/activitie
s/globaltrek/ 

 
*http://www.50stat
es.com/ 

 
*http://www.scienc
ekids.co.nz/geograp
hy.html 

 
*http://kids.nationa
lgeographic.com/ 
 
-Make a landform 
clay project at 
home.  
 
http://www.kidport
.com/reflib/usahist
ory/NativeAmerican
s/Navajo.htm 
 
 
http://www.bigorri

Moving West 
 
Coming to America 
 
 
Our Government: 
 
Local Government 
 
State Government 
 
National Government 

http://users.manchester.ed
u/Student/cmsautter/ProfW
eb/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.p
df 
 
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-
5/ 
 
http://kids.usa.gov/history/
constitution/index.shtml 
 
* Take a family trip to town 
hall in Parsippany, our state 
capital in Trenton, or our 
nation’s capital in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
 

 
Regions of New 
Jersey 
 
Symbols of Our 
State 
 
NJ Resources / 
Landforms 
 
Cities and Directions 

work/ 
 
http://kids.usa.gov/learn-
about-the-states/ 
 
http://www.atozkidsstuff.com
/nj.html 
 
-Create an informational 
poster on New Jersey 
 
-Plan a trip to New Jersey’s 
capital, Trenton 
 
-Create a diorama of a type of 
community:  Rural, Suburban, 
or Urban. 
 

http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/NativeAmericans/Navajo.htm
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/NativeAmericans/Navajo.htm
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/NativeAmericans/Navajo.htm
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/NativeAmericans/Navajo.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/yurok_kids.htm
http://users.manchester.edu/Student/cmsautter/ProfWeb/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.pdf
http://users.manchester.edu/Student/cmsautter/ProfWeb/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.pdf
http://users.manchester.edu/Student/cmsautter/ProfWeb/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.pdf
http://users.manchester.edu/Student/cmsautter/ProfWeb/Entire%20Unit%20Plan.pdf
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/
http://kids.usa.gov/history/constitution/index.shtml
http://kids.usa.gov/history/constitution/index.shtml
http://www.knowitall.org/kidswork/
http://kids.usa.gov/learn-about-the-states/
http://kids.usa.gov/learn-about-the-states/
http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/nj.html
http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/nj.html
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n.org/yurok_kids.ht
m 
 
 
http://www.bigorri
n.org/cherokee_kid
s.htm 
 
 
http://www.bigorri
n.org/iroquois_kids.
htm 
 
-Visit the Museum 
of Natural History 
 
 
http://www.plimot
h.org/learn/just-
kids 
 
- Take a trip to Ellis 
Island 
 
 
http://allaboutexplo
rers.com/ 

http://www.bigorrin.org/yurok_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/yurok_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/cherokee_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/cherokee_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/cherokee_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids
http://allaboutexplorers.com/
http://allaboutexplorers.com/
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Health 
 
 
 
 

 
* Good 
Character  
 
*Self-Concept 
 
*Making 
responsible 
decisions 
 
*Healthy 
Relationships 
 
* Friendships 
 
*Nutrition: 
Balanced Meals 
 
*Reading Food 
Labels 
 
* Making 
healthy food 
choices 

 
 
* Read stories with your 
child involving 
friendships. Ask your 
child questions about 
the characters, their 
feelings, and the choices 
they make. 
 
* Read food labels with 
your child. Discuss 
healthy ingredients. 
 
* Create meals together. 
Talk about healthy 
balanced choices. 
 
 
 

Health 
 
* my plate 
 
*  food groups 
 
Drugs/Alcohol 
 
*prescription drugs 
 
* illegal drugs 
 
* tobacco 
 
* alcohol 

 
 
*Go to the food store to choose 
snacks from a variety of food 
groups 
 
* Create meals together. Talk 
about healthy balanced choices 
using a variety of food groups. 
 
For more resources go to: 
www.choosemyplate.gov     
 
 
*Discuss the importance of making 
healthy and safe choices with your 
child. 
 
*Discuss guidelines for taking 
medicine safely with your child. 

Health: continued from 
second trimester. 
 
* Drugs 
 
*Alcohol 
 
* Medicine 
 
*Tobacco 
 
* Staying healthy 
 

 

http://www.choosemyplate.gov/

